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RELATIONSHIP OF PASTORS/CHANCELLORS TO 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

 
INTRODUCTION:  The Pastor, by virtue of Canon Law, is the responsible 
authority for any school associated with his parish. 
 
PASTOR 
 
The pastor is not a member of the local school board as the board is a deliberative, policy 
formulating body, advisory to him.  By virtue of his office, it is the responsibility of the 
pastor to ratify or not ratify all policies which regulate the administration of the school, 
according to diocesan policy and the norms of Canon Law.  It shall also be the 
responsibility of the pastor to work in close collaboration with the principal of the school 
and to seek the advice of the board as appropriate.  The board is advisory to the pastor 
and the pastor must approve all board actions before they go into effect.  He should not 
act contrary to the board, especially when there is a consensus, unless there be a reason 
which in his judgment is overriding (Canon 127, §2, 2˚).  Should a pastor override an 
action of the local board, acting within its area of purview, the board may appeal that 
decision by a 2/3 vote obtained at an open meeting of voting members of the board.  Such 
appeals must be submitted to the Office of Catholic Schools within 30 days of the 
disagreement.  Appeals will be heard by a Diocesan School Board Ad Hoc Committee 
whose members will be named by the superintendent. 
 
CHANCELLOR 
 
An inter-parochial school is one that is jointly owned by several parishes, either by joint 
corporate ownership or mutual agreement approved by the Bishop.  In an inter-parochial 
school, the responsibilities which belong to and the duties which are incumbent upon the 
pastor of a parochial school are held jointly by the corporate board of all the owner-
pastors in the corporate structure which owns the school.  For simpler and more effective 
administration, the Bishop may appoint one of the owner-pastors to serve as Chancellor.  
In this condition, the Chancellor is the equivalent of the pastor of a parochial school 
under these conditions: 
 
1. The Chancellor is to remain in on-going communication and consultation with the 

other owner-pastors so that he may reflect their views in his relationship with the 
school board and principal.  The Chancellor shall meet with the owner-pastors at least 
quarterly. 

 
2. In matters of major concern which involve the school, such as indebtedness or 

financial obligations which may affect the corporation, the Chancellor must receive 
the advice and consent, by majority vote, of the owner-pastors. 

 
3. In decisions relating to the contract of the principal, including salary, the Chancellor 

is obligated to consult with and follow the majority vote of the pastors, with the 
concurrence of the Superintendent of Catholic Schools. 
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4. In all other business in which the owner-pastors desire a consultative vote, the 
Chancellor is to provide it and follow it according to the norms of Canon 127.  

 
5. For further information, refer to “Diocesan Policies for the Catholic Schools of the 

Diocese.”  
 
 

 


